Psychologic conflict underlying bioethical dilemmas in a chronic disease hospital. Empathy, treatment refusal, and the role of the consulting psychiatrist.
Bioethical dilemmas concerning treatment refusal commonly arise in the chronic disease hospital setting. Psychologic conflict often underlies these dilemmas and the consulting psychiatrist's use of empathy in defining them is elucidated. The limits to empathy imposed by the clinical situation have significant implications for understanding the psychologic aspects of treatment refusal. The need for further study of the psychologic needs of patients in life-extended situations is advocated.